
 

 

South Cambridgeshire District Council 
Record of Executive Decision 
 
This form should be used to record key and other decisions made by individual Lead 
Cabinet members.  The contact officer will ensure that the signed and completed form is 
given to Democratic Services as soon as reasonably practicable after the decision has been 
taken.  
 
A key decision shall not be taken unless notice of the item has been published at least 28 
days before the decision is to be taken except where: 

 a General Exception notice has been published under Rule 15 of the Access to 
Information Procedure Rules and the Chairman of Scrutiny and Overview Committee 
has been informed in writing; or 

 a Special Urgency notice has been published under Rule 16 of those Rules and the 
Chairman of Scrutiny and Overview Committee has agreed the decision is urgent. 

 
Unless permission has been obtained from the Chairman of Council and the Chairman of 
the Scrutiny and Overview Committee that this decision may be treated as a matter of 
urgency under Rule 12.19 of the Scrutiny and Overview Committee Procedure Rules, this 
decision will come into force, and may then be implemented, on the expiry of five working 
days after the publication of the decision, unless called in under Rule 7 of the Budget and 
Policy Framework Procedure Rules or Rule 12 of the Scrutiny and Overview Committee 
Procedure Rules.  Where consent has been obtained to exempt the decision from call-in, 
this will be specified below.

Lead Cabinet 
Member 

Deputy Leader of the Council (Statutory) 

Subject Matter Response to National Air Traffic Services (NATS) Public Consultation on 
Proposed Changes to Airspace 

Ward(s) Affected Bassingbourn; Gamlingay; The Mordens 

Date Taken Thursday, 28 January 2021 

Contact Officer Matt Randall Principal Policy Planning Officer 
Matthew.Randall@greatercambridgeplanning.org 07563 421022 

Date Published Friday, 29 January 2021 

Call-In 
Expiry/Exempt 
from call-in 

Friday, 5 February 2021 

Key Decision? No  

In Forward Plan? No 

Urgent? No 

 

Purpose / Background 

1. The purpose of this report is to agree the Council’s response to the National Air Traffic 
Service (NATs) public consultation proposal. The proposal seeks to establish a new 
airborne hold pattern (stack) for arrivals to London Luton Airport (LLA) with associated 
airspace and routes. 

 
2. The response pertains to the National Air Traffic Service (NATS) public consultation 

running from the 19th October 2021 to 5th February 2021.  

 

3. The proposal seeks to establish a new airborne hold pattern (stack) for arrivals to 
London Luton Airport (LLA) with associated airspace and routes. The final approach to 
and departures from the runways at LLA remain unchanged. LAA currently shares 
arrival flows with Stansted in our area and the proposal separates them further away 
and higher up from the airports than currently, which the consultation says will assure 



 

 

a safe and efficient operation for the future. There are no proposed changes to 
Stansted Airport arrivals and departures. 
 

4.  Only arrivals to LLA that need to wait for clearance to land are likely to be subject to 
this change by way of the routes to and from the proposed new stack. Departures will 
not be affected. 

 
5. The proposal will entail the introduction of a new holding stack over the Huntingdon 

area. Once arrival into LLA has been approved aircraft will descend, crossing a part of 
the west side of the South Cambridgeshire district over Gamlingay. Currently, a lower 
quantum of flights use this descent route but through this proposal the aircraft will fly 
at the higher altitude. This proposal will particularly impact on the wards of Gamlingay 
and The Mordens with Bassingbourn affected to a lesser extent. 

 
6. After an initial examination of the consultation documents a number of GCSP 

concerns and questions were found to be shared Cambridgeshire County Council. 
 
7. Consequently, GCSP (as well as Cambridgeshire County Council) requested a 

meeting with NATS to discuss these issues. Following this meeting officers have 
concluded:  

 
 That in order to submit a fully informed response to the NATS proposal further 

information is required.  
 This includes data and clarity around the predicted percentage increase of flights 

descending over the South Cambridgeshire area via the Huntingdon, Gamlingay 
approach corridor.  

 That in order to assess and gauge the impacts (not just noise) that an increase in 
flights might have on the amenity of Gamlingay’s communities a baseline of pre 
pandemic flight numbers needs to be determined. 

 An acknowledgement that whilst aircraft will fly at a higher altitude of 8,000ft to 
7,000ft and 7,000ft to 6,000ft in the Huntingdon - Gamlingay new approach 
corridor, government guidance also stipulates that if an aircraft has an altitude of 
4,000ft-7,000ft minimising the impact of aviation noise should be prioritised. As 
Gamlingay will be in a new flightpath funnel the addition of more information 
explaining the extent of these impacts would have been helpful. This would have 
allowed GCSP to ascertain whether there could be concentrated noise pollution in 
this area. 

 Concerns exist around the divorce of the consultation material for the Airspace 
changes from the parallel process for a Development Consent Order for the 
expansion of Luton Airport currently being pursued by LLA. The DCO which is at 
the Scoping Report stage proposes to increase the number of flights that the 
airport is permitted to accommodate. Whilst the NATs proposal does factor in a 
number of impacts in the form of forecast predictions to 2032 these are yet 
unconfirmed numbers and may increase.  

 As a result of the above, the response sets out GCSP’s position on the proposal 
advising that the Council is not sufficiently reassured that the proposal will not be 
harmful to the amenity of residents of the district and urges NATS to do more to 
engage with the Council and concerned local communities. 

 
8. A response letter raising these issues is included as an appendix to this decision.  
 

 



 

 

Declaration(s) of Interest 
Record below any relevant interest declared by any executive Member consulted or by an 
officer present in relation to the decision. 

None. 

 

Dispensation(s) 
In respect of any conflict(s) of interest declared above, record below any dispensation(s) 
granted by the Council’s Standards Committee. 

None. 

 

Consultation 
Record below all parties consulted in relation to the decision. 

None.  

 

Other Options Considered and Reasons for Rejection 

To not respond to the public consultation. 
To respond with alternative issues 
Reason for Rejection: Issues have been identified which warrant a response from the Council 

 

Final decision Reason(s) 

To agree: 
a. The response letter to the National 

Air Traffic Service (NATs) public 
consultation proposal. 

b. To delegate any further minor editing 
changes to the response letter to the 
Joint Director for Planning and 
Economic Development where they 
are technical matters. 

 

To respond to issues that have been identified 
following consideration of the consultation 
material. 

 

Signed Name 
(CAPITALS) 

Signature Date 

Lead Cabinet 
Member 

Signed copy available upon request from Democratic Services 
(democratic.services@scambs.gov.uk) 

Chief Officer 

 

Further Information 

The consultation can be viewed on the NATs Website 
https://www.nats.aero/airspace/consultations/id/195559/ 
 

 


